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PEST PROTECTION!

by Barbara Madaras

Any house that's constructed of wood—either outside or inside—could
potentially be infested with termites or other wood-destroying insects.
Following a few key steps regarding inspections and disclosures can help
ensure you are protected.

Get It Checked Out.....

A wood-destroying insect inspection report, which is prepared by a li-
censed pest control company, addresses the presence of any termite
damage or evidence of treatment for termites. The report notes exactly
which areas were inspected and any areas not visible to the inspector.

A wood-destroying insect inspection report isn’t a guarantee that ter-
mites aren’t present. Termite companies are required to report only
what they encounter visually.

To help ensure that an inspection is thorough, be present while the in-
spection is taking place. A typical inspection will take between 45 min-
utes an two hours, depending on the size of the home.

If there’s a suspicion after the cursory investigation that damage may
be present, you can request that a contractor or structural engineer con-
duct a follow-up inspection. Sagging and bowing of exterior walls might
indicate deterioration inside the walls—a clear sing of termite damage.
In a wood-frame home, other possible indicators of a problem are beams
or posts that appear to be sinking.

Check on the inspecting company’s license. Most termite inspectors
are regulated by state departments of agriculture, but this can vary by
state. Finally, it's a good idea to ask for a certificate of insurance from
the termite inspection company. This certificate will provide you with a
claim option in the event of fraud or negligence.

Telltale Termite Signs.....

Mud tubes. About the size of a pencil, these tubes connect to infested
wood. They may be visible on concrete foundations or hidden under floor
boards or behind siding.

Swarms. Winged termites are attracted to lights and may be found
around windows or exterior light fixtures.

- Wood damage. Tap wood every few inches and listen for a telltale hol-

low sound or see if a tool easily penetrates the wood you're tapping.

Dark areas or blisters in wood flooring may also be a sign of infestation.
(Continued on Page 3)
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TO BE MARRIED MEANS TO BE OUTNUMBERED!

Married couples, whose numbers have been declin
ing for decades as a proportion of American house-
holds, have finally slipped into a minority, accord-
ing to an analysis of new census figures by The New
York Times.

The American Community Survey, released this
month by the Census Bureau, found that 49.7 per-
cent, or 55.2 million, of the nation’s 111.1 million
households in 2005 were made up of married cou-
ples — with and without children — just shy of a
majority and down from more than 52 percent five
years earlier.

The numbers by no means suggests marriage is
dead or necessarily that a tipping point has been
reached. The total number of married couples is
higher than ever, and most Americans eventually
marry. But marriage has been facing more competi-
tion. A growing number of adults are spending morsg
of their lives single or living unmarried with part-
ners, and the potential social and economic implica-
tions are profound.

“It just changes the social weight of marriage in
the economy, in the work force, in sales of homes
and rentals, and who manufacturers advertise to,”
said Stephanie Coontz, director of public education
for the Council on Contemporary Families, a non-
profit research group. “It certainly challenges the
way we set up our work policies.”

While the number of single young adults and eld-
erly widows are both growing, Professor Coontz
said, “we have an anachronistic view as to what ex-
tent you can use marriage to organize the distribu-
tion and redistribution of benefits.”

Couples decide to live together for many reasons,

but real estate can be as compelling as romance.
“Owning three toothbrushes and finding that they
are always at the wrong house when you are getting
ready to go to bed wears on you,” said Amanda
Hawn, a 28-year-old writer who set up housekeep-
ing near San Francisco with her boyfriend, Nate
Larsen, a real estate analyst, after shuttling be-
tween his apartment and one she shared with a
friend. “Moving in together has simplified life,” Ms.
Hawn said.

David Blankenhorn, president of the marriage ad-
vocacy group the Institute for American Values,
said married couples had become a minority largely
because of the growing number of households made
up of people who planned to marry or who used to
be married.

Steve Watters, the director of young adults for Fo-
cus on the Family, a conservative Christian group,
said that the trend of fewer married couples was
more a reflection of delaying marriage than rejec-
tion of it.

“It does show that a lot of people are experiment-
ing with alternatives before they get there,” Mr.
Watters said. “The biggest concern is that those who
still aspire to marriage are going to find fewer mod-
els. They're also finding they've gotten so good at
being single it's hard to be at one with another per-
son.”

Article excerpted from “To Be Married Means to Be
Outnumbered” by Sam Roberts, The New York
Times

It's AUTUMN! Do you know where your house is?

Relative to the market that is!

A realtor can provide you with accu-
rate, informative and up-to-date statis-
tics which will impact your ability to
effectively sell or buy a property.

For a Seller, statistics such as Average
Sale Price in your area, Average Sale
Price per Square Foot and Number of
Sales by Month will assist you in listing
your property at a price and at a time
that will enable a quick and profitable
sale transaction.

For a Buyer, statistics such as Average

“A realtor can..... impact your
ability to effectively sell or buy a
property.”

Price per Square Foot and Number of
Sales by Month will assist you in more
accurately determining your purchas-
ing power when that purchasing power
will have the most strength.

Each edition of “Real Estate Today”
will have the most up-to-date statistics
for your area. Two editions are pub-
lished — one for the Greater Albuquer-

que Area and one for the Lynnewood
Park & Brentwood Hills areas.

And we are always available to work
with clients to research other areas.

To receive additional or future copies of
either publication, contact us at the
information shown on the back cover.

In the meantime.....

Enjoy finding out what YOUR HOUSE
is worth! Contact Barbara Madaras

at 505.301.1033 for a FREE Market
Analysis.

This publication is not intended as a solicitation if your property is currently listed for sale with another broker.
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